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Prov. xxtv.421. 
And medale not with them that are 


given to change. 
ö Son of David, King of Iſrael, one who 

was not only diſtinguiſh'd from his fel- 
; Creatures, and advancd above them by his 
yal Dignity and Grandeur, being the Lord's 
ointed; and his Sacred Vicegerent upon Earth, 


HE Author of this Book of Proverbs 


derſtanding and Wiſdom. The many admira- 
Precepts, and Rules of Life which he has de- 
rd to us in this Book are a very great Te- 
nony and Confirmation of it: and the Holy 
tin other Places of Scripture hath given us 
articular Account of thoſe extraordinary Abi- 
es, which the Divine Goodneſs had endow'd 
| with in order to quality him for the great 
nels of Government, and to make him uſe- 
and inſtrumental in Inſtructing and Reform- 
the Manners of the World by his Writings, 
well, as by his civil Authority. For God gave 
mon Wiſdom and Underſtanding exceeding much, 
| Largeneſs of Heart even as the Sand, that is on 
dea Shore: And Solomon's Wiſdom excell d the 
tom of all the Children of the Eaſt Country, . 
F A 2 al 
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was no leſs a Perſon than Solomon the 


he excell d all others in the Greatneſs of his 
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all the Wiſdom of Egypt ; none of the Eaſtern Sap, 
none of the celebrated Maſters of Philoſophy if 
t were comparable to this Princely and) 
vine Philoſopher, _ p 
The great Depth of his Underſtanding did m 

only appear in the wiſe Diſtribution of Juſt 
and Governing the People committed to his cu 
but his Knowledge was moſt comprehenſive u 
univerſal, not confin d to one particular Scien 
but it extended it ſelf to all. He ſpake of Tre 
from the Cedar Tree, that is in Lebanon, even unt1 
Hyſſop, that ſpringeth out of the Wall ; he ſþake ali, 
Beaſts, and of Fowls, and of Creeping Things, andy 
Fiſhes. His Fame like the Sun Beams diffusd 
ſelf from Eaſt to Weſt, for there came of all Peli 
hear the Wiſdom of Solomon, from all Kings of the Ear 
which had heard of his Wiſdom. Thus hath the H 
ly Spirit given us an Account of his Wiſdom, 1 
diſpoſe us more readily to embrace his Doctrin 
and to give ear to the Sacred Truths, which! 
hath taught us. And amongſt the many admira 
Proverbs deliver d by him for Regulating 
Conduct, and Government of humane Life in! 
ſeveral Circumſtances, and Conditions, there 1s 
one that ſeems to be of a more important C retat 
cern, and Advantage to Men in all Ages of tent, 
World, and to conduce more to the Preſer vai are 
of our Happineſs, Peace, and Welfare, and gion, 
Securing of the Divine Favour, and Bleſſing, e wit 
this expreſs d in the Words of the Text, My Wing t. 
fear thou the Lord and the King , and medal Me the 
with them that are given to change. Now this N upc 
hibition of Meddling with ſuch Perſons is oe St. 
large and comprehenſive Signification, and | ratify 
P 


Ses, that we ſhould not in any Reſpect coun- 

by U Pence, or approve of the Principles of ſucks > 

id en, nor join our ſelves with them in their 
Wtices, but on the contrary that we ſhould up- 

lid all Occaſions declare our Abhorrence of them. 

utc hd in order to induce us to the Obſervation 

$ Car this 1 propoſe to treat of the Words in the fol- 

ve u ing Method. 

Clen | 

FTA riss r, 1 ſhall endeavour to ſhew, who are 

unto tl the Perſons that are deſcribd to us in the 

e all 8 Text by the Character of them that are given 

, and | to change. 

— SEcoN Dx, I ſhall repreſent to you the Wic- 

5e Bad kedneſs, and pernicious Nature of the Prin- 

the kr ciples, and Practices of theſe Men. 


dom, and LAS TL, I ſhall conclude with an Ap- 
> plication of the whole. 
qhich 
mira ud FIRST, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, who 
ting the Perſons, that are deſerib d to us in the 
ite ini et by the Character of them that are given ta 
ere be, and theſe according to the natural In- 
ant C retation of the Words are Perſons of Tur- 
es of ent, Factious, and Seditious Tempers, Men, 
ſervation: are wavering and indifferent in Matters of 
and Meion, and of dangerous, and unſettled Prin- 
ing, lues with reſpect to Government, that are not 
„ Mig to obey any longer, than they can pro- 
nedale Me their own Intereſts, and Deſigns, that are 
this I upon every Occaſion to raiſe Commotions 
s is ole State, and to hazard the publick Good 
Ls ratify their Ambition, As for God, theſe 
Men 


| (7) 
ad in the*firſt Ages, our grave and decent Ce- 
MWnonics ,. were all eſteem d Foppery, and Su- 


CUlrticion with them, and Monarchy was Tyran- 
n pi, With theſe and ſuch like vile Notions they 
F VIBE ond the Minds of People, and prepar'd them 
Rel digeſt the moſt- ſhocking Villanies : the Beſt 


Kings fell a Sacrifice to their mercileſs Rage, 
oe Breath of our Noſtrils, the Anointed of the Lord 
1110 e taken in their Pits, and the total Subverſion 
WIT an our Laws follow'd of courſe. And when 
ey had proceeded thus far, they were yet un- 
wy, the ſame murmuring rebellious ſraektes 
ill, they could never eſtabliſh themſelves up- 
any durable Foundation, never agree in the 
me Sentiments, conſtant in Nothing, but in 
ing given to change, giddy with Error, and 
fry Day advancing new Schemes of Goyern- 


Intra 
out ch 
re Me 


tionen. All which 1s a plain Argument, that 
o a 1: Men have once departed from the good 
ego Id Conſtitution, they can never be ſettled, and 
e NING 


ell compos d, till Divine Providence reſtores 
them their ancient Laws, and determines 
dunds to their Rage. Theſe then are they that 
given to change, Men of turbulent, and un- 
net Spirits, that are not eaſy in the beſt of 


2YAnce 
Juby 
J a Thi 


compli 


wy eons, nor ſatisfied with the wiſeſt Conſtitu- 
wy In, they are as ſo many ill Humours, that 
9 ork every Thing into Ferment, Libertines in 
9 Inciple, and Rebels in Practice. And now 1 
und oceed Secondly to ſhew the Wickedneſs and 


micious Nature of the Principles, and Pra- 

ces of theſe Men. 

AND this will appear Firſt by Conſidering that 

turbulent, ſeditious, and rebellious Princi- 
T7 ples 


no dol 


e to 
al 


($) 
ples are moſt oppoſite, and irreconcileable to | 
Precepts and Doctrines of our Holy Religig rdi1 
For Chriſt came into the World not only to om 
concile Men to God, but to reconcile them 


(tat 


Wincs 
one another, to promote an univerſal good Md 
to diſcountenance all Fierceneſs and Rage, ai Ap 
to beget a peaceable Diſpoſition in Perſons 
the moſt diftant Tempers: his Deſign was toh 
miſh all ill natur d unſociable Principles, and wif 
introduce Peace, Unity, and Order among i 
People. For as we have the greateſt Inſtanced 
the Divine Goodneſs, and Mercy towards Mu 
kind repreſented to us in the Goſpel by Sy 
his only Son into the World for our Sakes; ſo u 
are oblig d by the ſame to make the Divine G00 
neſs the Rule, and Pattern of our Behaviourt 
wards our fellow Creatures: we are not toi 
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dulge our ſelves in the brutiſh Paſſions of M ha 
lice, or Hatred, we are not to revenge our n tc 
'Quarrels, but to leave it to the moſt High, to n the 
Vengeance belongeth. And the great Excellency g/ 
the Chriſtian Religion appears particularly Mich, 

this, that it is calculated for- the Welfare ern 

Happineſs of civil Society above all other N Rebe 
gions, that ever were in the World. It ino are 
the Practice of all thoſe Virtues, which arc acc 
Ornament and Support of Government; it's Shan 


command Obedience to the higher Powers 
on the Penalty of eternal Damnation; ve gi. 
not only to ſubmit out of Fear of the ce. 
which they bear, but for Conſcience ſake, conſideſi 
that they are ordain d of God, and that the e Met 
mighty is in a peculiar Manner concern d to "i 
dicate their injur d Honour as being * Repl 
entati 


— — — — 
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tatives, and Vicegerents on Earth. And ac- 
rdingly the primitive Writers endeayour'd to 
Wommend the Chriſtian Religion to Heathen 
Winces upon this very Account, becauſe it con- 
cd to make the beſt Subjects. Tertullian in 
& apology particularly inſiſts upon this Matter, 
| news, how the Principles of Chriſtianity 
Tre fram d for the Welfare of Society, and in- 
Ins us, that there was never any Tumult, or 
oellion rais d againſt the Roman Governours 
the Chriſtians. Though they were diſpers d 
oughout all Parts of their Dominions, and 
fre very formidable in their Numbers, yet were 
y never convicted of forming any ſeditious 
Wbals, or entring into any rebellious Conſpi- 
y; their Principle was to pay a cheerful Obe- 
Ence to thoſe Powers which the Providence of 
d had plac d over them, their Religion taught 
m to pray for Kngs and for all in Authority, 
t they might lead a quiet and peaceable Life in all 
leſs and Honeſty. And the Church of England, 
ich, God be thank d, is reform'd after the 
tern of the primitive Ages, diſcountenances 
Rebellion in her Homilies, and diſowns them 
t are guilty of it, for her Sons and Members, 
| accordingly keeps this Day in Memory, to 
Shame, and Confuſion of thoſe, who pleaded 
gon for Rebellion, and committed the moſt 
ragious Yillanies under the Pretence of Con- 
nce, 
ind the Impiety, and pernicious Nature of 
& Men's Principles, and Practices will farther 


quences, 


Kar Secondly by Conſidering the ſad Conſe- 
B 


„ + 
quences, and Effects of them, and the Miſet 
which they bring upon any Nation or Peopl; 


peace and Unity are the great Bands, and ra 


ly Support of civil Society, the Nerves, aj 
were, which communicate Health and Streu 
to it, and by which it flouriſhes, and ſubfikWl 


but Rebellion in the Body politick, is like ak 


ver in the natural one, which works every tha 
into Diſorder, and Confuſion, and if not tin 
ly prevented, and ſuppreſs d, endangers the whit 

Conſtitution. The moſt powerful Kingdoms, an 
ſtately Empires have falln a Sacrifice to th 


this it was which weaken'd and ſully'd the 


man Greatneſs: for whilſt their Armies triumph 
abroad, and their brave Generals ſhin'd in d 
ftant Fields of Battle, they were torn in Pier 
by civil Diſſenſions at home. And we need nd 
I think, go ſo far back in Time as this, to fn 
out Inſtances of this Nature : whoever reads 
Hiſtory from 1641 to the black and diſmal Ya 
of 1648, mult eaſily diſcern the ſad Conſequend 
and Effects of Rebellion. It is very amazing! 
deed to think, with what Rage and Frenzy ü 
Actors of it were inſpird, and to what ant 
ceeding Height of Madneſs they were at leng 
tranſported. Good God] how does it aſtoniſh wi 
think, that a moſt wiſe, pious, and merciful Prit 
ſhould be in a formal Manner, try'd, condemt 
and executed by his own Subjects, that they ſho 

fit as Judges of their King, and paſs Senter 
againſt him! 1 believe, from the Foundat 
of the World to that Day, there was not 

like Inſtance in any Age or Countrey. And 


() 

Ia can deſcribe to you the Calamities, and Deſo- 
Ton, which attended this wretched, and unna- 
ral Rebellion? The Beſt of Governments was 
in d, the moſt Primitive and Apoſtolical Church 


Liſerin 
eople 
and oh 


V thu 
It tim 
Ec hack 
MINS, al 


* Was laid in Aſhes, and our Temples were converted g | 
abſt Mito Den- of Thieves: there was no Diſtinction of 
earn Might or Wrong, no Property, Laws, or Juſtice, 

Nrvd. no one can ſufficiently conceive the 4 


Vorrour, and Sting of theſe Miſeries, but they 
Wat felt them. And indeed the many Evils and N 
alamities of that wicked Rebellion were not on- 14 


lf confin'd to the Age, in which it was tran -. 
che 1 ted, but are in ſome meaſure entail d upon us { 
dumpf eir late, Poſterity. For the Seeds of Diſcord, 

1 in Sedition which were then ſown, the looſe 


tions, and Principles in Religion, which were 


ep en publiſh'd, Length of Time cannot wholly 
© to off extinguiſh : our Fathers fn d, and are not, and x 
210; d bave born their Iniquities, we feel the Puniſh- "x 


ent of them in our own unhappy Diviſions. 
d indeed their Crimes were ſo exceedingly hei- 
dus, and provoking, that we cannot expect to 
ert thoſe heavy Judgments of God, which hang 
er our Heads upon that Account any other ve, 
ay, than by a fincere Abhorrence of their Prin- 
ples, and Practices, and by Living in a ſteady 
dyalty, and Obedience to his preſent Majeſty : 


nal Ye 
2quendt 
azing i 
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at an 
at leng 
niſh usl 


ful Pri te | | | 
;ndemi this brings me in the laſt Place to make ſome | 

iey ſho plication of the whole, and earneſtly to ex- ft 
Sentel rt you to fear the Lord and the Ring, and not to 34 


adle with them that are given to change. 


yundati — a 
And Advice of this Nature can never be more 


| 
Andi vonable, and proper than at this Juncture of 
| B 2 Time, ' : 
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vided among our ſelves, whilſt Envy, Hatred, wi 
Malice, reign with us, and we ſacrifice our Coli. . 
ſcience to our Intereſt, and Ambition? The be 2 | 
way would be to diſpute leſs about Religion, . 
practice it more; to exerciſe thoſe ſubftanti 0 
Parts of it, Faith and Repentance; to love Gud 
earneſt, and our Neighbour for his Sake; to dif 
charge our Duty quietly in our ſeveral Cap 
ties, and to ſubject our ſelves in all Humility to tho 
Powers, which Divine Providence has appoints 
to rule over us. For Rebellion is a Sin, whit 
is paniſh'd with heavy Judgments in this Worl 
and if we continue in the Sin of our Forefath: 
we muſt expect to ſmart ſeverely for their, 
our own Iniquity. This Day, one would thin 
ſhould teach us to abhor all rebellious Practia 
and to deteſt the Authors and Inſtruments 
them, if we did but look back, and conſider t 
miſerable Calamities, which the Nation ſuffer 
by it, and ſhould prevail with every one to ha 
no other Intereſt, and Ambition but this, wi 
ſhould diftinguiſh himſelf moſt by his Loyalt 
and Obedience, and by Defending, and Mainta 
ing our moſt excellent Conſtitution in Chur 
and State againſt all it's Enemies. Let ourp 
ſent Danger be a Means to unite us, and to 
ſpire us with Zeal and Courage in Defence 
the common Cauſe, and let us endeavour tod 
tain the Divine Favour by Breaking off our 
by Repentance. Our King left his native | 
minions, and came over on purpoſe to pre 
us, and we can only promiſe to our ſelves3% 
ing Security of our Religion, and Libertif 


(15) 
we, x h and his Iſſue. Let us therefore with one 
ry art pray to God to continue his gracious Pro- 
* ion over the whole Royal Family, and to 
Rant ant to our Gracious Soyereign King GEORGE 
Wn and a happy Reign over us, to ſtrengthen 
6 that he may vanquiſh and overcome all his 
Ca 2 15 Jof ad N this Life he may 
ain e oy and Felicity t 
oa 133 g y y through ſeſus 
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Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God th 
bly Ghoft, three Perſons and one Ged, be all 3 
Faiſe, and Thankſgzving both now and for evermore, 
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